
Endless Summer

22 species of shorebirds spend the southern hemisphere summer in Australia. They feed furiously to build up their energy reserves and then migrate north through South-east Asia to spend the northern summer at their breeding grounds in Northern Asia and Alaska. Around the Arctic Circle during summer, it is light nearly 24 hours a day so there is abundant food for the birds to feed their chicks. After breeding, the birds make the long flight back for summer in Australia and New Zealand.

While the birds are on migration, they must stop to feed and ‘refuel’ for their long journey. These stop-over sites are very important for the survival of the birds. Many governments and scientists are working together to protect all sites in the flyway so that these tiny, international travellers (some weighing only 30g!) will continue to make their amazing 18 000 km trip each year.

Imagine you are a migratory shorebird

Send a postcard from one of the countries on your route. Check the map below to find which other countries are visited by migratory shorebirds that travel to Australia. 

Or - write a diary of your trip. Describe what you see and hear as you visit the different countries on your migration route. 
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Some countries you might visit are Australia, China, Indonesia, The Philippines, Thailand, North Korea, South Korea, Japan, Taiwan, Russia, Alaska.

Use an atlas to check the locations of countries so you visit them in the right order on your imaginary journey.
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